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impaired, and the retained foetus not suspected until, if a cow
or a sheep, the animal is slaughtered for food, and a post-
mortem examination made. Exceptionally only does oestrus
appear, as Eossignol describes in a cow with a foetus retained
for twenty-seven months. The animal remains sterile. The
foetus may live for a certain time after the normal period
provided the foetal membranes are not ruptured, and even
increase in size. Cases of the kind have been noted up to
300 days in the cow, and in two cases 365 days. Most
commonly the foetus dies at or near the time of first symptoms
of parturition. Then, if the os uteri remains closed, the
foetus does not putrefy; it becomes mummified. Its fluids
and the allantoic and amniotic fluids are absorbed, the skin
becomes dry and hard, even wrinkled, and the flesh and
organs are pale and bloodless, and emit a kind of rancid
odour. When the retention has continued for a long time,
all the soft textures of the foetus disappear, and nothing
remains but the bones; in other instances lime salt becomes
deposited in the soft tissues, and a lithopsedion is formed.
In some animals the signs of parturition are again manifested,
and delivery is effected usually only when assistance is given.
Sometimes, if delivery is not brought about, after fruitless
straining the animal continues unwell, has little or no appe-
tite, becomes debilitated, falls into a state of marasmus, and
dies after a more or less prolonged state of misery. When,
at the usual time of parturition, the straining of the animal
has ruptured the foetal membranes, and the liquor amnii
escapes, the case is in nearly every instance serious. The
foetus soon perishes, becomes infected, begins to putrefy, and
in a short time the decomposing mass causes inflammation
of the uterus (metritis). Horribly foetid discharges are passed
per vaginam, containing pus, decomposing tissues, even the
bones of the foetus. There is frequent and severe straining,
the animal rapidly loses condition, is fevered, and succumbs
more or less rapidly to the metritis and septic infection.
Not uncommonly the disease lasts for some time, and emacia-
tion becomes extreme before death ensues. Occasionally with
the cow a vaginal discharge results from the presence of a
putrefying foetus, without any other serious symptom, for a
long time. Figuier removed the entire skeleton of a foetus